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HE Sacrament of the 
Lord's Supper being a Du- 
X 9, that concerns all Chriſ- 
tians whatſoever, I ſuppoſe no one 
needs any Apology for declaring his 
Thoughts on that Subject, provided 
it be done with that Seriouſneſs as 
becomes ſo important a Concern. 


ſhould have publiſhed, what I 
have here offered to the World, 
ome Time ſince, had we not been 
in Expefation, that this Subjet 
warld have been fully —_— of, 
by ſome Perſons of great Note and 

Character, and from them J ex- 


A 2 pected 


The PREFACE. 


pelle great Sarigfacrion, as 10 this 
Particular. But fince nothing of 
that Kind, as far as can learn, 
has yet appeared, I have made pub- 
lick hs following Obſervations, en- 
deavouring to have ſuch: Motions of 
this Duty, as becomes thoſe who 
expe? to be meet Partakers thereof. 
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VINDICATION 


OF THE 
Plain NATURE and END 


oF THE 


HOLY SACRAMENT 


0 HE Author of the Nature and 
End of the Sacrament, expreſſes 
himſelf in Regard to this Du- 
5 ty, in the following Manner. 
7” That the End, for which our Lord in- 
ſtituted this Duty, was, the Remembrance 
of himſelf; that the Bread to be taken 
* and eaten, was appointed to be the Me- 
* morial of his Body broken, and the Wine 
* to be drank, was ordained, to be the 
Memorial of his Blood ſhed; or accord- 
ing to the expreſs Words of St. Paul, that 
* the one was to be eaten, and the other 
to be drank, in Remembrance of Chriſt; 

and this to be continued, until he, who 
was once preſent with his Diſciples, and 
is now abſent, ſhall come again. 
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That — great End, why this Sacra- 
ment was inſtituted, was the Remembrance 
of Chriſt, is manifeſt from all the Ac- 
counts we. have of it. It is Mynyoouvoy, the 
Memorial of that great, that univerſal Sa- 
crifice Chriſt Jeſus. There was ſo much 
Efficacy in the Death of Chriſt, that there 
is no Neceflity of his facrificing himſelf 
again, but that there ſhould be a frequent 
Remembrance. of his bitter Paſſion and 
Death upon the Croſs, is of ſingular Uſe 
to all Chriſtians. There was no Occaſion 
for him to: fuffer but once, but then he 
ſuffer'd once for all. By his one Obla- 
tion of himfelf once offer'd, he became 
ga ſufficient Sacrifice, Oblation, and Satis- 
faction, for the Sins "f the whole World, 
and by Receiving of the Holy Sacrament, 
we have frequent Occaſion of calling to 
Remembrance this great Sacrifice. Now 
theſe Words are not a Tautology, as ſome 
object, but as an ingenious Author has ob- 
ſerv'd, are very copious and elegant, and 
y alluding to that Portion of Scripture, in 
© Heb. x. where the one Oblation of Chriſt, 
is oppoſed to the many Kinds of Sacri- 
fices under the Law, and the once of- 
* fer'd to the Repetition of thoſe Sacrifices⸗. 
Chriſt being thus freely offer'd for us, 
was pleaſed to lay this Injunction on his 
Church, by inſticuting this Holy Sacra- 
| ment, 
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Mr. Wheatley upon the Liturgy. 


Th 
ment, to be had in Remembrance by all 
its Members. It was impoſſible for all 


Perſons to ſee the Lord dying; te 1 to ſupply 5 2 3 


therefore this Want, there is a peremprory / . 
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Command, to do this in Remembrance of 
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what he was then about to ſuffer, he hath -- Lt in f F 


left us this 8 of his eath, - 
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that it might be always freſh upon our 
Memories. 

This being admitted. the n 
to be inquired into, is what the Author 
underſtands, by this Remembrance of 
Chriſt; he having left this Injunction to 
his Church, it becomes his Diſciples and 
Followers to endeavour after a true No- 
tion of this Remembrance. Now the Qua- 
lifications of this Memorial, according to 
the Meaning of the Author of this Trea- 
tiſe, I apprehend, to be a ſerious and re- 
ligious, a ſolemn and practical Remem- 
brance of our Lord, not a bare hiſtori- 
cal Remembrance, in à cold and ſlight 
Manner, for ſuch a Remembrance, cannot 
be of any Service to us, as having no 
Tendency to thoſe Benefits, which we 
hope to reap by this Ordinance: But then 
there is a practical Remembrance, which 
ſhews itſelf, by a, due Effet and Influ- 
ence on our Mind and Affections; by ſuch 
a Remembrance we do ſbe forth the Lord's 
Death. By ſuch a Remembrance, we con- 


DN on the Death of Brink. as an 
B 2 Ex- 
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Pepiation made I our Sins, and an A- 
tonement to offended Juſtice, that Juſtice, 
which wou'd be appeaſed by nothing leſs 
than the Death of our Lord Chrift ; 
this he made Reconciliation, and hereby 
the Covenant of Grace was confirm- 
ed. © i Chriſtians meeting together for re- 
© figions Worſhip, and eating Bread and 
* drinking Wine, in Remembrance of 
© Chriſt's Body and Blood, and in * 
© Nour to him, do hereby publickly a 

© knowledge him to be their Maſter; 260 
themſelves to be his Diſciples, and by 
* doing this in an Aſſembly, own them- 
© ſelves with all other Chriſtians, ts be 
one Body or Society, under him the 
Head, 90 conſequently profeſs them- 
ſelves to be under his Governance, and 
Influence; to have Communion and Fel- 
lowſhip with him as Head, and with 
all their chriſtian Brethren, as fellow 
Members of that ſame Body, of which 
he is the Head. 

* This ſerious and religious Remem- 
brance ſuppoſes a Belief in him, and 
conſequently is an Acknowledgment of 
our being his Diſciples, that is,- in other 
Words, Members of that Body of which 
he 1s the Head, and as ſuch obliged to 
all the Duties, and entituled, unleſs we 
be wanting to ourſelves, in any one ne- 
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1 be Point, to all the Bleſſings of fuch 
© a Relation. . 

Now according to the natural Gene af 
theſe Words, in doing this in Remem- 
brance of our Lord, we may be faid 
to commemorate his Death, ſo as to be- 
lieve in him, to depend upon him in all 
Cafes, for his Comfort and Support; to re- 
member him ſo as to repent of all former 
Sins, and to make ſuch an efficacious 
Change upon the Soul as to lead us into 
the Ways of Holineſs and Virtue. To 
commemorate his Death in ſuch a Man- 
ner, as to admire the infinite Wiſdom of 
God in contriving ſuch a Way to fave 
Sinners, and the inexpreſſible Love of our 
Lord, in undertaking and accompliſhing 
the Work of our Redemption, and from 
a deep Senſe of ſuch infinite Love, to en- 
creaſe our own Love and Charity to each 
other. So to commemorate his Death, as 
to(refign up our Wills and Ways to Chriſt, 
conform ourſelves, as far as we are 
able, to his bleſſed Will and holy Exam- 
ple; and to ſtir up and excite our Souls, 
to an abundant Thankfulneſs to Chriſt, 
for enduring ſo many and ſo grievous 
Things for us, by theſe Means becoming 
our Surety, redeeming our Souls from 
Death, crowning us with tender Mercies 


and loving Kindneſs, and in the End th 2 


poſing to us eternal Happineſs: 
No 
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No other than this can, I apprehend, 
be the Author's Meaning, becauſe theſe 
and ſuch like are the Duties, we are o- 
bliged to, and theſe the Bleſſings of ſuch 
a Relation © all flowing from, or included 
in the primary End of the Inſtitution, 
the Remembrance of our Lord.” 

It is to the ſame Purpoſe, he again 
makes uſe of theſe Expreſſions: *©* Our 
Faith in Chriſt cannot be improved, but 
© either, by God's giving us new Eviden- 
ces of the Truth of his Pretenſions, 
* which we cannot expect, or by our own 
© ſerious Review, and repeated Conſidera- 
© tion of all the old ones, and this Re- 
* view can't be more properly taken, than 

when we profeſs our ſelves, by a ſolemn 
Act of his Appointment, to be his Diſci- 
* ples, or Believers in him. Our Thank- 
© fulneſs cannot be heightned but by the 
© reviving in our Minds, the Memory of 
* the Benefits we have received, which are 
© the only Grounds of Thankſgiving ; and 
< we are very properly led to theſe, when 
* we are celebrating the great Inftance of 
© God's Love to Mankind in his Son Jeſus 
* Chriſt. Our Charity to all others can 
never be more effectually improved or 
© inflamed, than when we take our Obli- 
© gations to it, from the Love of God to 
© our ſelves, ſhewn forth in the Comme- 


* moration of the Death of Chriſt, and 
L © from 
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from our being all united in one Body, 
under him our Head. 
Cbriſt limits and confines us to his Wor- 
ſhip in ſuch a Manner as was framed by 
himſelf, Do this, and does not indulge us a 
Liberty of Departing from it in any Man- 
ner, however ſuitable ſuch an Alteration 
might be to our own Fancies, and accord- 
ing to our Imaginations a much greater 
Improvement. 

The Paſſages in the New Teſtamenc 
« which relate to this Duty, and they 
alone, are the original Accounts of the 
8 Nature and End of this Inſtitution, and 
the only authentic Declarations, u 
* which we of later Ages can ſafely de- 
* pend; being written by the immediate 
Followers of our Lord; thoſe who were 
* Witneſſes themſelves to the Inſtitution, 
or were inſtructed by thoſe who were ſo, 
* and join with them, in delivering down 
© one and the fame Account of this reli- 
gious Duty, All that is added, therefore, 
* to Chriſt's Inſtitution, as a neceſſary Part 
of it, ought to be eſteem'd only as the 
Invention of thoſe who add it, and the 
more there is added, (let it be done with 
never ſo much Solemnity, and never ſo 
great Pretences to Authority) the leſs 
there is remaining of the Simplicity of 
the Inſtitution, as Chriſt himſelf has 
left ©-- God 


P. 6, 7. 
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God faid to Moſes, See thou do all Things 
accordi ng to the Pattern ſbewed thee in the 
Mount. Had he not been ſatisfied. with 
what had been there ſhewed him, but 
had thought proper to have added any 
Embeliſhment - of his own, had he thus 
deviated from the Command that was 
given him, he would have been ſo far 
from doing an acceptable Work, whatever 
his Pretence or Intention might have been, 
that he muſt have been adjudged a Tranſ- 
greſſor, and liable to the Diſpleaſure of 

his Maker. 

In the ſame Manner, ſaith Chriſt to 
his Diſciples, Do this, and if we ſwerve 
from the Pattern, he will one Day know, 
who hath required this at our Hands, 
whether we have kept to our Lord's In- 


ſtitution, or followed our own Inventions. 


Chriſt will not allow -of any Perſon's 
Inventions and Superſtitions in creating a 
Will-worſhip, by adding, detracting, or 
diminiſhing. As we are not to diminiſh, 
ſo neither may we add to his Ordinances. 
Add, it is certain, we cannot, to the Wil- 
dom or Dignity of Chriſt's Inſtitutions, 
and therefore grear. Care ſhould be taken, 


that we detract not from their Luſtre, 
thro' too great a Conceit of our own Ideas 
of Perfection. Our Lord's Ordinances are 
then moſt proper and powerful, when 
they are themſelves pure and plain, ac- 


cording 


fam 


cording to their original Inſtitution, naked 
of all human Digairies, ſtript of all hu- 
man Ornaments. 

The main Point the Author of this 
Treatiſe has in View, ſeems to be this, 
that the very Eſſence of this Duty is com- 
prehended in a religious Remembrance of 
our Lord and Maſter. The T hing then, 
which in my Opinion, is chiefly to be 
conſider d, is, how this Point is made 
good, what Proofs are brought for the 
Confirmation of it. Now the Paſſages al- 
ledg'd for this Doctrine, are ſuch Parts of 
holy Scripture, which bear any Relation 
to the Subject in Hand, and whether thoſe 
Paſſages are fairly produced, or fairly ex- 
plained, every one has a Right to judge. 
If the Paſſages in the New Teſtament, 
relating ro this Duty, are the only true 
| Accounts of it, if thoſe Paſſages are juſtly 
explained, this is all that is neceſſary as to 
the main Subject. Many Places have 
been cited from the holy Scripture, that 
are own'd, by all, particularly to mean 

this Duty; there are others cited by him, 
which are judged to have an Alluſion to 
it only. Have any of theſe Paſſages been 
ſhewn to have any forced Senſe put upon 
them, or any Violence uſed towards them? 
Have they been wreſted to any unnatural 
Conſtruction, to any other Senſe than 


what they vin properly bear: Has the 
1 Per- 
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Perſon who has profeſſedly wrote againſt 
this Treatiſe, and profeſſed likewiſe to 
| conſider the main Subject of the Book, 
has he proved this in any Degree wharſo- 
ever? Not one Syllable about it; but has 
contented himſelf with remarking on ſome 
Circumſtances only, and not on the main 
Point, which the Author of that Book 
ſeems chiefly to have regarded. 
* Thoſe fincere Believers, who eat and 
drink in Remembrance of Chriſt, cer- 
* tainly do thoſe Actions agreeably to the 
* End propos'd in it, They perform theſe 
Actions in a ſerious and religious Senſe 
© of their Relation to Chriſt, as his Diſci- 
© ples eating Bread and drinking Wine in 
* Remembrance of Chriſt, as of a Perſon 
* corporally abſent from them, moſt cer- 
* tainly performs them agreeably to the 
End of the Inſtitution, declared by Chriſt 
_ © himſelf, and his immediate Diſciples. 

The Author mentions this in Oppoſition E 
to thoſe Perſons, who either would intro- 3 
duce into this Rite, the natural Body and 
Blood of Chriſt, or thoſe who would have 
a real Sacrifice of a preſent Body; by this 
he is ſo far from ſtriking at the very Vi- 
tals 'of Religion, that he is only endea- 
vouring © to prevent endleſs Abſurdities 
* from introducing themſelves into a plain 
* Daty, n againſt the eee in 
the 


* Author of the Remarks, p. 4. 
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che one, and againſt ſome of our own 
Communion in the other, who tho' they 
* abominate the Notion of maintaining the 
: natural Body and Blood of Chriſt in the 
? | «© Sacrament, yet at the ſame Time con, 
tend for the Sacrifice of a preſent Body. 

s The Author of the Remarks quotes 5 

" | forecited Treatiſe in the following Man- 
à ner, © * A profeſſed Chriſtian, tho very 
1 blameable i in ſome Parts of the Conduct 
* of his Life, yet coming to the Lord's 


© and on Purpoſe to remember Chrift as 
* his Lord and Maſter, in the Way ap- 
pointed by himſelf, and actually partak- 


| © ing of the Lord's Supper, with that re- 
MY ligious Remembrance which is ſuitable 
wy to it. Such an one, I ſay, cannot he 


Fi * juſtly faid to do this particular Action in 
| © an improper Way, or to eat this Bread 
* and drink this Wine unworthily, or un- 
ſuitably to the Deſign of its Inſtitution, 
4 tho he may in other Reſpects have be⸗ 
' F< haved himſelf unworthily, or unſuitably 

do fo holy a Religion. 
No Chriſtian who eats and drinks at 
* the Lord's Supper, with a ſincere and 
* ſerious Remembrance of Chriſt, as his 
Lord and Maſter, can be ſaid to eat and 
drink unworthily, in St. Paul's Senſe, or 
* unſuitably to this Rite, nor can be ſaid 
2 N to 

* Rem: p. 6. 


4 © Table, with a ſerious Frame of Mind, 
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© ro eat and drink his own Condemnation, 
becauſe , he does thereby diſcern the 
© Lord's Body, by remembring it in the 
moſt ſerious Manner. He has therefore 
performed this one Duty in a moſt ſeri- 
© ous Manner. But if he be till a wilful 
© habitual Sinner, in any one Inſtance, he 
© will be moſt certainly condemn'd, not 
© for receiving the Sacrament unworthily, 
© which he does not appear to have done, 
© but for the Diſobedience of his Life in 
* thoſe Points, which are indiſpenſably ne- 
« ceſlary to Salvation: After ſo many 
Quotations one would be induced to think, 
that there was ſome particular Point to 
be cleared; but inſtead of any Thing of 
of that Kind, inſtead of any Remarks 
upon the Paſſages there cited, it is imme- 
diately added, and the whole Tendency 
© of your Argument, for four Pages toge- 
© ther preceding this, is to encourage ha- 
: bitual Sinners to come to the Sacra- 
ment.) | 

He leaving the Reader to take for | 
granted the Truth of this Aſſertion, that 
in thoſe four Pages is contained ſomething 
very notorious, it will be neceſſary to ex- 
amine what is thus ſtrongly affirmed; and 
for this there needs be no more than the 


bare Recital of the Pages juſt mentioned, 
| | which 


* 


2 Treatiſe, p. 81, 82. 
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which will directly prove the quite con 
trary. 


0 


0 


The Cormthian Sinners, whoſe Guilt 
lay in their unchriſtian Behaviour at 
this very Rite, were not forbid to come, 
or at all diſcouraged by St. Paul, from 
coming to it again. On the contrary, it 
was ſuppoſed {till to be their Duty, and 
they were required to come to it in a 
ſerious and chriſtian Manner; but with- 
out the leaſt Encouragement to them, 
from hence, to hope for God's Favour, 


without their Amendment. So likewiſe 


what is here ſaid, cannot encourage Sin- 
ners of any Sort, to place the leaſt Hope 
in their partaking of the Lord's Supper, 

whilſt they continue 1n the Practice of their 
Sins,, becauſe this Continuance in Sin is 


itſelf the Forfeiture of God's Favour, 


and muſt end in their Condemnation, 
according to the expreſs Terms of the 
Goſpel. But it is indeed of a quite 
contrary Tendency, v2. to bring them 
to attend upon this Inſticution, with ſuch 
a ſerious Frame of Mind, as may happi- 


ly lead them to the Forſaking of all their 


© Sins, and a total Amendment of Life. 
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For a Perſon who is a ſincere Believer, 


and partakes of the Communion in Re- 


membrance of Chriſt, as his Maſter, 
muſt, in Conſequence of this, be ſenfi- 
ble of 0 Necetlity of a chriſtian Be- 

* haviour, 
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© haviour, and of an univerſal Obedience 
* tro his Maſter, and cannot therefore be 
* accounted guilty of a Crime in thus par- 
© taking of it. But ſuppoſing him not to 
© be guilty of eating and drinking unwor- 
« thily, in the ſtrict original Senſe of 
© thoſe Words, and not to be condemn'd 
by Almighty God, upon this Account, 

« yet if he ſtill goes on in his Sins, the 
habitual Wickedneſs of his Life, and his 
* own wilful Neglect, to reform and a- 
mend it, is the moſt certain and una- 
. voidable Condemnation pronounced a- 

gainſt him by that very Saviour, whom 
* he commemorates in this Rite *, 

The bare Recital of theſe Words is ſuf- 
ficient to prove the Falſhood of this mon- 
ſtrous Aﬀertion. It was not for nothing 
that theſe Pages were not inſerted at 
Length, as well as the others juſt now 
mentioned; the Writer knew well e- 
nough that this Charge was ſufficient to 
raiſe an Outcry, which might anſwer the 
preſent Purpoſe. 

The Receiving of the Sacrament is a 
known and poſitive Duty, muſt therefore 
Men be encouraged to abſtain from it, 
becauſe they continue in their Sins ? 
Will this obſtinate Behaviour atone for 
the Neglect of a poſitive Duty? Or is it 
not adding one 8 to another? This, in- 

ſtead 


* Nature and End of the Sacrament, p. 84, 85. 
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ſtead of being a Reaſon for their abſenting 


themſelves from the Communion, is an 
Argument to think more ſeriouſly of their 


great Neglect of Duty: And if they come 


in this ſerious Manner, they may expect 


a greater Meaſure of that Grace, which 


Chriſt hath purchas'd and promis'd in 


his Goſpel; ſuch a Meaſure of it, as 
may ſtrengthen their natural Weakneſs, 
and overcome their ſinful Temptations. 
— Biſhop Tillotſon's arguing on this 
Subject, was to this Effect, That Men 
are not worthy of their natural Food, 


any more than they were of this ſpiri- 


tual one, reached out to us in the 
Holy Sacrament; but if Men were re- 
ſolved not to eat and drink till they be- 


came worthy, it was eaſy to foretel what 


Condition they would ſoon be in“. 

The Author of the Remarks might, 
with as much Reaſon, charge our Church 
in its Exhortation to the Communion, 
with this Crime, as the four Pages he re- 
fers to: For thus does it expreſs itſelf, 


If any Man ſay, I am a grievous Sinner, 


© and therefore am afraid to come, where- 
fore then do ye not repent and amend ? 
* When God calleth you, are you not a- 
* ſhamed to ſay, you will not come? When 

ye ſhould return to God, will ye excuſe 


vyourſelves and ſay, you are not ready? 
Con- 


See Tillolſon's Perſuaſive to frequent Communion. 


3 
3 a 
> Ki 
CH 
7 * 
i Fe 
"BE: 
& 
£5 
4 

4 

| 

ee 


[16 Þ 
Conſider earneſtly with your ſelves, how 
little ſuch feigned Excuſes will avail 
© before God. And the more to encourage 
Men to come to the Communion, ſhe 
7 further acquaints them in the Sentences 


nin the ſame Office, that ſuch Perſons 


© ſhould in' a 'particular Manner, apply 
© thoſe comfortable Words to themſelves" 
© viz. that Chriſt Jeſus came into the 
World to fave Sinners; that if any Man 
© fin, we have an Advocate with the Fa- 
© ther Jeſus Chriſt the righteous, and 
© he is the Propitiation for our Sins.” I 


beg leave to ſubjoin the following Words, 


upon thoſe ſolemn FIT now menti- 


oned. 
What is here ſaid, cannot encourage 
© Sinners of any Sort, to place the leaſt 


Hope in their Partaking of the Lord's 


Supper, whilſt they continue in the 
Practice of their Sins, becauſe this Con- 
* tinuance in Sin, is itſelf the Forfeiture 
of God's Favour, and muſt end in their 
* Condemnation, according to the expreſs 
Terms of the Goſpel, but it is indeed 


of a quite contrary Tendency, viz. to 


bring them to attend upon this Inſti- 
© tution, with ſuch a ſerious Frame of 
Mind, as may happily lead them to the 
' Forſaking of all their Sins, and a total 
Amendment of Life. 


6 * 


àFfß This 


15 peek of Faith and Prayer, and the like. 


0 


e 
c 
£ 
6 


c 
c . 


© of Chriſt's Miſſion, 


0 
0 


c 


Eos 


© This may. be explained by the Inſtan- 


There are, we may ſuppoſe, Perſons, in- 
wardly convinc'd of the Truth of the 


3 — 


or pickling thee: Allent to che eee 


et: r 4A 


art, and a Part acceptable to 
But by the habitual obedience. of 
their 1 they forfeit all Title to his 


Favour, and will be condemn'd at the 


laſt Day. The Ground of this Condem- 
nation, will not be, that thoſe Perſons 
were deſtitute of Faith, or even of that 
ſame Faith, which gendes true Chriſ- 
tians to a truly Chriſtian Practice, but 
they were wanting in that abſolutely ne- 
ceſſary Condition, a virtuous and an 
holy Life, which they would not ſuffer 
their Faith to lead them to. 55 


80 in the Inſtance of Prayer, a Perſon 


may poſſibly perform this Duty, with 
his Underſtanding and his Affections 
ſuitably diſpoſed for it, and yet relapſe 
into the Practice of Sin. This unhappy 
Man will not be condemn'd by God, for 
performing this Duty of Prayer, with 


Die agreeable to it, but he will 
D * 
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obe condemn'd, notwithſtanding this, 


for the wilful Practice of Sin. There 
are, without Doubt, wicked Perſons, 
* whoſe Prayer itſelf is an Abominarion to 
the Lord. But theſe can be only ſuch as 
© have Hearts wickedly diſpoſed, and far 


from God, at the very Time that they 


* pray, or rather when they are willing 


© to appear to Men to pray. But I am 


* ſpeaking of the private Prayer of one, 
who is ſincerely, at the Time of his 

praying, diſpoſed to call upon God, as 
© his Governor and Judge. And ſurely 


© there is no good Man, who would tell 


© ſuch an one, that His Addreſſes will 
© be an Abomid 6 to the Lord, or who 


would not encourage ſuch an one, tho 
© a Sinner, to make his Addreſſes to God 


© by Prayer, in order to the Amendment 


and Reformation of his Life. 


It is true, the very Faith and Prayer 
* of ſuch a Perſon, will aggravate his 


© Guilt, and conſequently his Condem- 


© nation, unleſs he amend his whole 
Behaviour. But this, not becaule 


© his Faith or his Prayer are of them- 
ſelves bad and unacceptable to God, but 


© becauſe they both are, in Effect, not 


4 . only Acknowledgments, of what he 


* ought, in Duty to be, but have a 


6 Tendency, in their Nature and Deſign, 
e to make him better, Which Tendency 


3 he 


% F'S..: We. WF W-., 


r vv WW. ha — ww OY UO ww 


WS 9 


[ x9 ] 


ehe wilfully neglects and reſiſts. Thus in 
the Caſe before us, no Chriſtian, who 
< eats, and drinks at the Lord's Supper, 
with a fincere and ſerious Remembrance 
© of Chriſt, as his Lord and Maſter, can 
be ſaid to eat and drink unworthily, in 
St. Paul's Senſe, or unſuitaby to this 
© Rite, nor can be ſaid to eat and drink 
© his own Condemnation ; becauſe he does 
truly . diſcern the Lord's Body, by re- 
* membering it in the moſt ſerious Man- 


© ner. He has therefore perform'd this 


* one Duty in a proper Manner. But if 
© he be ſtill a wilful habitual Sinner, in 
* any one Inſtance, he will be moſt cer- 
© tainly. condemn'd, not for receiving this 
* Sacrament unworthily, which he does 
not appear to have done, but for the 
© Diſobedience of his Life, in thoſe Points 
which are indipepiibly neceſſary to Sal- 
© vation *, 

Theſe are the Lines which the Author 
of the Remarks refers to, and I think 
they may be very well left to the Reader's 
Conſideration, without the Aſſiſtance of 
any Comment whatſoever. 

© Chriſt's Death, or Chriſt's Blood, con- 
« fider'd as the Proof he voluntarily gave, 
© that the Terms brought by him to Man- 
kind from God, were truly what he re- 


Pre chem to be, by a Figure of 
POS _ . © JPEcclr 


a Nature and End of the Sacrament, p. 85, 86, 87. 


1 20 ] 


-} ped.” / ſled the Seal of the new Cove- 


nant: And he may be ſaid to have ſeal- 
* ed it, with his Blood, as his Death was 


the ftrongeſt” Proof he could give of the 
20 Realiry of his own, and his Fa ather's Af- 


2 


ection towards Man cind 2. 


Not a Word here, ſays the Author of 
the Remarks, © of Expiation or Satisfacti- 
* on, or Neceflity of Chriſt's Death, to 


. © mitigate the Terms, and procure for us 


* the favourable Allowances of the Law 
© of Grace. 

And again, commenting upon the Words 
of our Saviour, this is my Blood of the 
* New Teſtament, which is ſhed for many 
for the Remiſſion of Sins? you make 
him ſpeak thus, I call the Wine my Blood 
of the New Covenant, as It 1s to be 


drunk by you hereafter, in Remembrance 


of my Blood ſhed by me in T xoaar a 
the Truth of all that I have declared, 

the will or Covenant of God, ror ig 
what he promiſes on his Part, and what 
he requires all Believers to undertake on 
their Part. And for the ſame Reaſon I 
ſtile this Cup or this Wine, the New Co- 
venant in my Blood, becauſe you are here- 
after thus to drink Wine in a religious 


Remembrance of my Blood, in or thro' 


which, after it ſhall be ſhed, this new Co- 
venant will be confirmed as by a Seal or 


Teſti- 
Nie ant End of the Sacrament, p. 88. ® Remarks, p. 32. 
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T eſtimony to the Truth of it; in order 
to aſſure you the more undoubredly of the 
Remiſſion of your Sins, ſtipulated in that 
Covenant, upon true * LEPENLANCE. 4 and 

Amendment. It 
What is there aſcribed here to our Sa- 
« viour's Death, more than is true with 
 * Regard to chat of St. Stephen, or the o- 
* ther Martyrs? They ſhed their Blood in 
* Teſtimony to the Truth of the Goſpel. 
They confirmed it each one by his Death, 
aas by a Seal or Teſtimony to the Truth 
* of it, that they might aſſure all their 
« Brethren of the certain Fulfilment of 
its Promiſes, and particularly of the Re- 
miſſion of their Sins, ſtipulated in it, 
* upon true Repentance and Amendment“. 
Is there nothing here but what is true, 
with Regard to St. Stephen and the other 
Martyrs? Have they appointed any Ordi- 
nance for a religious Remembrance of 
themſelves? Is there any Inſtitution they 
have left, that bears any Reſemblance to 
chis? Is there che leaſt Appearance of any 
thing whereby we may drink in Remem- 
brance of their Blood being ſhed? Where 
then lies the Parallel? Why, they ſhed 
their Blood in Teſtimony to the Truth of 
the Goſpel, that they might aſſure all 
* their chriſtian Brethren of the certain 
* Fulfilment of all Its Promiſes, and par- 
« ticularly 


2 Rem. p. 44. 
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I ticularly of che Remiſſion of ale Sins, 
ſiſtipulated in it, upon true Repentance and 
Amendment.“ So far it is certain, that 
2 fte Proto-Martyr, as well as the ſucceed - 
ing ones, laid down their Lives for the 
Iedſtimony of the Truth, as well as their 
Lord and Maſter, looking to him as the 
Author and Finiſher of their Faith. But 
is nothing more aſcribed to our Saviour's 
Death? Here is a Covenant made between 
Chriſt and us, containing what he promi- 
ſes on his Part, and what he requires all 
Believers to undertake on their Part; on 
| our Part, Repentance and Amendment, 
A e bee and on Chriſt's Part, as a Conſequence of 
7 1 # e rag t Amendment, Remiſſion of t eir Sins. 
ef „None but Chriſt had Authority to appoint 
ien. a Sacrament, it being Part of his inſtituted 
Worſhip, ftanding by his poſitive Com- 
mand, and tho' the Apoſtles received it, in 
Anticipation of Chriſt's Death, yet it was 
1 ever after to endure, as a Memorial of it. 
Il Having thus inſtituted this holy Supper, 
| in Remembrance of himſelf, who had 
done ſo great Things for us, he preſently 
after ſuffered Death upon the Croſs, his 
Blood was there ſhed by him, in Teſti- 
mony of the Truth of all that he had de- 
clared, as the Will or Covenant of God. 
1 It is hardly poſſible to think ſeriouſly on 
15 this holy Sacrament, without calling to 
X Mind the great Sacrifice himſelf, How- 


ever 
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ever ſparing therefore, the Author of that 
Treatiſe may have been; in enlarging on 
the Atonement and Satisfaction made for 2 - 
Sin by Chriſt, unto his Father; yet if ve 
will allow him, in Charity, to be but a Cndorg By en 

_ Chriſtian, we can't ſuppoſe him guilty of . . | 
this Omiſſion, for any other Reaſon, bur | o 2 g 
becauſe it is ſo well known and ſo gene- K n 
rally believed. Beſides he himſelf, offers 
© up his ſincereſt Thanks for all that 
Chriſt did and ſuffer'd for us, and praiſes 
© God for all the Benefits, deſign'd and 
* promis'd to us, from his Life and 

Death, and his Reſurrection - from the 
© Dead, by which he was truly demon- 

c ſtrated to be the Son of God *, by ON 
It plainly appears to me, chat the A 34 e | 
| thor of this Book, could not think of ex- lake 5. =, 

_ cluding the Expiation and Satisfaction S al 
made by Chriſt for the Sins of Man- | 
kind, 

The Sacrifices under the Lame were ap- 
pointed for the Atonement of Sin, for 
without ſhedding of Blood, there could be 

no Remiſſion of Sins. The Blood of Bulls 
and of Goats was not, in its own Nature, 

ſufficient for this Purpoſe; theſe Sacrifaces 
therefore being imperfect, they were to 
give Way to a more meritorious one, and 


to which they chiefly alluded. 


c The 


Nature and E nd of the Sacrament, p. 24. 


p  —  —  _  _—— 


* _ - ——_ E 2 > — 2 — +: 5 * 
Wy Ed ooo. Jl: IT a ors a vt. 88 L ” „ 
* * TY : 22 — * 5 —— 
" LY "IO 2 
1 We 
Fg » and * * . 
3 55 ID | 
* 


fall 


The only Thing in the Chriſtian Dif- 


excellent, in its Nature and Deſign, than 


them all; is the Death of Chriſt, that 


* Sacrifice which he voluntarily made of 
© his own Life, to his own, and his F a- 
ther 8 Love of Mankind.“ 
It is very evident from theſe Words, 


that the Author allows Chriſt to be the 
great Sacriſice for us; I aſk therefore, how 


is it, that he becomes far more excellent 
than all che legal Sacrifices? From whence 
doth this ariſe, . but from that Satis faction 
which Chriſt has made for the Sins of 
the World? From being the Lamb of 


God, and by this Means able to ſatisfy di- 
vine Juſtice, and from his wonderful 
Love in dying for Sinners, that they might 
be ſav'd, by his Blood, from the W. 
dome? Therefore his Death was a Sacri- 
ffce to make an Atonement, wherein he 


ath to 


was made Sin for us, and bare our Sins 


in his Body. 
I have always underſtood the Words 


Sacrifice, Atonement, and Eupiation, as 
Terms equivalent, and of the ſame Signi- 


fication; and I think I have the Concur- 


rence of moſt Divines, for the Confirma- 
tion of this Opinion. If fo, why this 
Author ſhould be denied the fame Liberty, 


ſome 


Nature and End of the Secrament, p. 53 


—— vrhich anſwers. to any of the 
legal Sacrifices, but indeed is far more 
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me better Reaſon ought to be aſſigned, 
than what has hitherto been offered. 
Amongſt many others, that might be 
produced, who are of this Sentiment, I 
ſhall only take Notice of one, whoſe Wri- 
tings have been ſo juſtly admired by the 
Worlds I mean the late learned Dr. Sher 
loc. 
. © "Theſe and ſuch like Diſputes, ſays he, 
concerning the Nature, Reaſons, and 
Ends of Chriſt's Death, tempted Socinus 
© and his Followers, to deny the Death of 
* Chriſt to be a true and proper Sacrifice, 
* or Expiation for Sin, but this is ſo di- 
© realy contrary to che whole Style and 
Language of Scripture, that it would be 
* leſs impious to reject its Authority, than 
© to offer ſuch Force and Violence to 1t*. 
What a Prieſt and a Sacrifice, Expi- 
© ation and Atonement, bearing Sins, being 
made a Curſe, and ſuch like ſacrifical 
* Phraſes fignified in the Fewiſb Law, was 
© very well known, and is there any Co- 
* lour of Reaſon to think, that when 
the Apoſtles apply all the /ame Terms, 
* and Phraſes to Chriſt and his Death, and 
make the legal Prieſts and Sacrifices, 
mere Types and imperfe&t Repreſentati- 
* ons of our great High Prieſt, and the 


: 1 Sacrifice of the Crot. s, they ſhould 
E * mean 


* Sherl;ck, of the Immortality of the Soul, and a future 
State, p. 454. 


[ 26 ] 
mean any Thing elſe by it, than a pro- 
per Prieſt, and a proper Sacrifice? For 
how ſhould we underſtand their Mean- 
ing but by their. Words, or their Words, 
but in that Senſe, which both the di- 
vine Law, and the common Uſe of Man- 
kind had given them? Specially ſince the 
whole catholick Church, from the Days 
of the Apoſtles, till Socinus, underſtood 
them in the ſame Senſe. 
This is the Love of God, who gave 
his Son for us: This is the Love of our 
Saviour, who freely gave himſelf a Sa- 
crifice, and Propitiation for our Sins“. 

* The only Perſon who anſwers to any 
Jew? Prieſt, conſider'd as a Sacrificer, 

s Jeſus Chriſt himſelf, who offer d him- 

| cat up: The only Thing which anſwers 
to the Altar, upon which the Sacrifices 
were offer'd, is that very Crofs upon which 
Chriſt died. Now the Lord's Supper 
was inſtituted, not to offer up to God, 
in future Times, what then was offer'd 
up, and what could not at that Time 
or any other, be ofter'd up but by Chriſt 
himſelf, who alone had Power to do it; 
but to call to remembrance a Sacrifice 
already offer'd, and the Sacrificer, who 
ofter'd it himſelf; and by Conſequence, 
the Altar (if we will call the Croſs ſo) 
upon which it was offer'd b. 
— This 
a P. 485. b Nature and End of the Sacrament, p. 54. 
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© This being ſo and the very Eſſence of 


this Inſtitution, being the Remembrance 


of a paſt Tranſaction, and this Remem- 


© brance neceſſarily excluding the corporal 


* Preſence of what is remembred, it fol- 
© lows that as the only Sacrifice, and the 
only Sacrificer in the chriſtian Diſpenſa- 
tion are remembred, and therefore not 
* preſent in the Lord's Supper, ſo the only 
chriſtian Altar (the Croſs upon which 
Chriſt ſuffer'd) being alſo. to be remem- 
bred, it cannot be preſent in this Rite, 
| becauſe that Preſence would deſtroy the 
very Notion of this Remembrance. 
* Chriſt is ſaid to dre for All, to taſte 
Death for every Man, to die for the 
ungodly, to bear our Sins in his own Body 
on the Tree, to redeem us from the 
Curſe of the Law, by being made a 
Curſe for us; his Blood is faid to cleanſe 
us from all Sin, that by his own Blood 
he entred in once into the holy Place, 
having obtained eternal Redemption for 
us, Sc. All the Sacrifices of the Law 
were repreſented. as Types and Figures 
of the great Sacrifice of the Croſs, he 1s 
our Atonement, our Propitiation, our Peace, 
who hath made Peace thro' the Blood of 
his Croſs. 
* Whoever reads theſe, and ſuch like 
Texts, wherewith the Goſpels and Epiſ- 
tles abound, would think it. impoſſible 
1 "0 
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1... 
to raiſe any Diſpute: about this Matter, 
whether the Death of Chriſt be a true 
and proper Sacrifice for the Sins of the 


World, whether our Sins are expiatea, 


and God atoned and reconciled to Sinners 
by the Shedding his Blood a. 
In this Senſe, and to this Effet I ap- 


prehend the Meaning of thoſe Lines a- 
bove- mentioned, namely, The only Thing 
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in the chriſtian Diſpenſation, which an- 
ſwers to any of the legal Sacrifices, but 
indeed is far more excellent, in its Na-! 
ture and Deſign, than them all, is the 
Death of Chriſt, that Sacriſice, which 


he voluntarily made of his own Life, 


to his own, and his Father's Love of 
Mankind. | Chriſt ſuffer'd Death upon the 


Croſs for our Redemption, and made 


thereby his one Oblation of himſelf once 
offer'd, a full, perfect, and ſufficient Sa- 


crifice, Oblation, and Satisfaction for the 


whole World. It is very remarkable allo, 
ſays the Author of the Remarks, that in 
your explaining the Communion Office, 
altho you comment upon ſome Part of 
the Prayer of the Conſecration, you art- 


8 fully flide over this Recognition b. This 
is in the ſame good natured Strain, tho 
the Intention of this Comment was no- 


thing more than to rages hes ſuch Paſſages 


rela 
* Sherlack, p. 442, 443. d P. 44. 
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relating to this Inſtitution, as n ſtand 
in need of Interpretation *. 

The Prayer of Conſecration is ſo fra- 
med, that the whole Congregation is ſup- 
5 poſed to join in the one only Petition 
* in it. And again, This is a perſonal Ap- 
* propriation of the Bread and Wine in the 
* ſerious and religious Remembrance of 
« Chriſt, — It is, if I may uſe the Word, 
© a Sort of Conſecration of them, which 
is the Duty of every Communicant him- 
« ſelf, and without which all other Con- 
7 ſecrations which have gone before will 
* do him no Service at all. It is he alone, 
* who muſt by his own inward Thought 
and Application of his Mind to the Re- 
© membrance of Chriſt, make this Bread 
© and this Wine different to himſelf, from 
Bread and Wine taken at a common 
Meal b.“ 

What Offence this Paſſage may have 
given I don't know, but the Remarker 
ſeems himſelf to think, that it was only 
* deligned againſt thoſe Perſons, who have 
1 ſuperſticiouſly placed too great a Confi- 
* dence in the Miniſter's Part of the Per- 
formance . And I cannot but agree with 
him, that it too often happens to be the 
Caſe. If there was nothing to be done on 


the Communicant's Part after the Prayer 
of 


2 Nature and End of the W p. 108. : SE. 2200 
© Remarks, p. 49. 
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of Conſecration, what Difference would 
there be between the pious, and inſincere 
Communicant? The one receives the Bread 
and Wine, the other partakes of the Body 
and Blood of Chriſt. But how comes this 
great Difference between them? By what 
Means but by the different Diſpoſition of 
Mind? For the Prayer of Conſecration is 
the ſame to each. Is not this a perſonal 
Appropriation of the Bread and Wine to 
the ſerious and religious Remembrance of 
Chriſt without diſbelieving that the Bleſ- 
fing of God is ordinarily to be expected in 
the Way of his own appointing? It is cer- 
tain that by this ſerious and religious, this 
practical Remembrance of Chriſt's Death, 
whether this be call'd a Renewal of the 
New Covenant on our Part, or, the Pro- 
feſſion of our own Relation to Chriſt, and 
Obligation to obey his Laws, it is certain 
we duly perform this facred Rite, in Obe- 
dience to the Will of Chriſt. ; 
* The Duty of Preparation for the Holy 
© Communion, being entirely founded upon 
theſe few Words of St. Paul, let a Man 
examine himpelf, it is evident, that the 
Preparation implied in theſe Words, as 
neceſſary and ſufficient, is ſuch a Conſi- 
deration of the Inſtitution itſelf, as may 
© ſatisfy and aſſure ns, that we come to 
* the Lord's Supper, as his fincere Diſci- 


* ples, reſolved to eat and drink in a reli- 
gious 
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* gious Remembrance of him, or with 
* Diſpolitions and Behaviour, worthy of 

* what is ſuitable to the Deſign of this 
Holy Rite * 

A true Chriſtian needs not any Lengela 
© of Time to aſſure his Heart of this. 
Neither can the Opportunities of this 
Solemnity come ſo ſuddenly upon him, 
but that he may certainly know himſelf 
© to be prepared in this abſolutely neceſſary 

< Senſe, and let it be remember'd that I 
© am now ſpeaking of what is abſolutely 
c neceſſary b. 

The Author of the Remarks has the fol- 
lowing Paſſage upon this Head of Self- 
examination. The Superſtition you have 
* ſeem'd chiefly to have aimed at in this 
© Work has been guarded againſt by the 
c late learned Dr. Clarke, in ſo juſt, ſo 
clear, ſo diſtinct a Manner, and yet in 
ſo few Words, that I cannot forbear re- 
citing them ©” * Tho' it becomes us 
highly upon every folemn Occaſion, to 
trim our Lamps, to ſet our Garments in 

Order, to excite our moſt affectionate 
Devotion, to lay aſide for the preſent all 
ſecular and worldly Thoughts, and to 

xamine more ſtrictly and particularly 
into the State and Diſpoſition of our 

Souls as Time and Opportunity offers, 

without 


A * A A a && A AR * =. 


2 Nature and End ef the Sacrament, p. 74. Þ Remarks, 
. 21. c Sermons, Vol. IV. p. 194. 
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without anxious and ſuperſtitious Solici- 
tude, yet when this is by any Accident 
prevented, good Men are by the habi- 
tual Courſe of a virtuous Life, in a con- 

tinual, general Preparation, and may at 

all Times as ſafely communicate without 

Scruple, as it is certain that a vicious 
and debauched Perſon can at no Time 
be fit to do it, by any formal Pre para- 

tion of a few Days Devotion.” 

I ſhall here add the following Paſſage 
from the Treatiſe of the Nature and End 
of the Sacrament, becauſe it ſo exactly re- 
ſembles what is here quoted from Dr. 
Clarke, and upon which is beſtowed ſo 
great, and ſo juſt an Encomium. 

This is not defigned to infinuate, nor 
does it in the leaſt imply, that Chriſtians 
may not wiſely chuſe to ſpend a longer 
Time in religious Conſideration and Pray- 
er, juſt before their coming to the Com- 
munion; if they have Leiſure and think it 

© of more Advantage to them to do it upon 

this Occaſion, than upon any other. But, 
again I ſay, this ought not to be incul- 

* cated upon them, as a Preparation ne- 

ceſſary before their coming to this holy 
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Rite, leſt the Want of ſo much more 
Time, ſhould either prevent their At- 
tendance upon this Duty, or diſturb the 
Minds of thoſe, who have honeſtly, and 
wich chriſtian Affections attended upon 


——_ . 
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© it, without ſuch a previous Conduct. It 
© is, and always muſt, be of great Uſe to 


* * 


 ADPCOIINABS: ©. oor A 
By comparing of theſe two Paſſages, 

* it will evidently appear, what great Rea- 

ſon there was here for Cavilling, and 


with what great Sincerity he wiſhes he 


JJ onion RS 

Self. examination is always a Duty in- 
cumbent upon us, and if rightly conſider'd, 
one of the moſt neceſſary Duties of Chriſ- 
tianity, keeping up Religion in the Soul, 
in the Life and Power of it. It is for 
Want of this, that we have ſo many ſe- 
cure and prophane Perſons, and likewiſe 
ſo many Sacrament Sinners as there are. 
If Chriſtians would . but rightly ſet about 
this unpleaſant Duty of Examining them- 
ſelves in Secret, of confidering their own 
Ways and Actions, they would ſhew more 
Uprightneſs in their Lives, and would 
walk with more Sincerity in the Ways of 
Godlineſs. But then, ſays the Author of 
the Nature of the Sacrament, we are not 
to confound Duties, and make that pe- 
* culiar to the Holy Communion, which 
was never made peculiar to it, by 
* Chriſt and his Apoſtles; which is proper 
for every Seaſon of our Time, and every 
| F « Part, 


* Remarks, p. 43. 
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indeed every other Thing he has in- 


may find himſelf miſtaken in this, and 
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0. Part of our Life, and which would have 
© been” equally a Duty, whether it had 

* pleaſed our Lord to inſtitute the Holy 
© Communion or not. 

There is nothing that has ſo much pet- 
plexed the Minds of honeſt and well diſ- 
poſed Chriſtians, as the miſtaken Notiohs 
of a due Preparation for the Sacrament. 
Nothing has done this Holy Ordinance 
more Prejudice, nothing has more effectu- 
ally kept Men from it, than that ſeparate 
and ſtrict Devotion which has been judg'd 
neceſſary, before the Receiving of it, by 
Numbers of well meaning People. Of 
this Nature are thoſe Books, entituled, 
Weekly Preparations for the Holy Sacra- 
ment, terrifying well diſpoſed Minds, with 
ſtrange Sorts of Doubts and Scruples, ima- 
gining that unleſs they allot ſo much Time 
by Way of Preparation, they cannot be put 
into a beficting and acceptable 2 
ment. 5 
Let the meaner Sort eſpecially be exa- 
min'd why they abſtain from the Lord's 
Table, and it Wil be evident from their 
Anſwers, that this is the chief Impedi- 
ment, chat keeps them from this neceſiary 
Duty. | 
Such Perſons ſurely greatly miſtake the 
Nature of this ſacred Ordinance, which 
tho' it is not to be ruſhed upon at all Ad- 

ventures, 


N 
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ventures, yet it cannot be thought, it was 
defign'd for a Terror, rather than a Com- 
ore The ſame Things are required of us 
in coming to Prayer, as in coming. to the 
Sacrament, and he that is not qua ified to 
receive the one, is not likewiſe to perform 
the other. In both we are ſtrictly obliged 
to keep our ſelves from all wilfu Sins, to 
crucify the Fleſh with the Affections and 
Luſts. | 
There have been many who have 8 
only thought ſuch a Preparation neceſſary, 
but have ſerupled even the Lawfulneſs of 
receiving it, when it has been admini- 
ſter d to any, but to good and faithful 
Chriſtians, to ſuch whom they have thought 
duly prepared. . 
The Ground of this Scruple i 18 owing to 
the Notion they have entertained, that this 
was the ready Way to defile and pollute 
this ſolemn Ordinance of Chriſt's Body 
and Blood, by admitting all to it indiffe- 
rently who profeſs Chriſtianity. 

Surely this could never be intended from 
the original Inſtitution of this Sacrament; 
If we come in the Manner we ought, we 
ſhall undoubtedly be welcome Gueſts, how- | 
ever it may be with others. Another's 
Wickedneſs can no more defile us, than 
our Holineſs can ſanctify them. 

There are others who have thought 
that this Ordinance has no Power or Ef- 
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ficacy, if it is adminiſtred by the Hands 
of any but pious and devour Perſons. And 


if either of theſe was to be the Caſe, ei- 


ther that it was not to be adminiſtred to 


any, or by any, but religious and truly 


good Men, it would be impoflible, that rhe 
Sacrament ſhould be adminiſtred with any 


Safety and Comfort. For we can never 
be affured that we adminifter the Sacra- 


ment to none, but holy and devout Chriſ- 


tans, neither on the other Hand can the 
Communicants be aſſured, that it is never 


adminiſtred by any of the ſacred Order, 


but thoſe who are truly good and pious. 


Man can only judge. as to outward Ap- 
pearance, and we are very often miſtaken 
in the one Caſe, and in the other. 

When we ſee others come to the Sa- 
crament who have been faulty, who have 
led bad and immoral Lives, we are to 


Hope that they come with new Vows of 


Renovation, and in chriſtian Charity we 
are to hope that they have repented of 
their Sins. 
I cannot ſee how this is opening the 
Door to Prophaneneſs and Impiety, or 
what Encouragement is given by this to 
ſcandalous and notoriouſſy immoral Sin- 
ners. I am very ſenſible that there have 
been great Contentions amongſt ſincere and 
good Chriſtians, whether or no there 
thould be a free Admiſſion of all, without 
Ex- 
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Exception, to the Sacrament; but for m. 
own Part, with great Submiſſion to thoſe, 
who may be of a contrary Sentiment, with 
all due Reverence to this ſacred Ordinance I 

ſpeak it, I am fully perſuaded in my own 
Mind, that every Miniſter of Chriſt is in- 
definitely to make an Offer to all, to re- 
ceive all that will come in, and who pro- 
feſs themſelves Followers of Chriſt. 

We are not to diſcourage, nor uncha- 
ritably to cenſure their Intentions in com- 
ing. Our Buſineſs is to acquaint . them 
with the Danger of unworthy Approach- 
ing to the Table of the Lord, and to en- 


deavour, what lies in our Power, to make 


them fit for that, which they are in Duty 
bound to perform. 
They are not to neglect this Duty, and 
how great ſoever their Crime may be in 
unworthy Receiving, what Loads of 
* Vengeance ſuch Perſons may be heap- 
ing to themſelves, the Crime will lie at 
their own Doors, and not upon the Sa- 
crament that is offer'd, or upon the Per- 


ſons that tender it. 
Perhaps it will be objected, that this is 


a = A 


going contrary to the Rules of the ancient 


Writers, who were againſt admitting all 
Perſons indifterently to the Communion, 
and that ſome were deprived of ir for a 
fixed and ſettled Space of Time, that 
when this Rule was broke through, there 

were 
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were Complaints made of ſuch Proceed- 
ings. 

| 80 l it wil be aſked on the other Hand, 
at what Time this. Doctrine was ir. 
duced into the Church? How early was 
it after the Death of Chriſt and his A- 
poſtles, that we find mention made of it? 
Was it deduced immediately either from 
their Practice, or the Practice of thoſe holy 


Perſons who immediately ſucceeded them? 


For from the Practice of the Apoſtles, and 
from thoſe who lived in the Church, in 


the State of its Infancy, we cannot doubt, 
but that the chriſtian Doctrine was taught 
in its greateſt Purity“. 


But tho' this Practice might not have 
been quite ſo early, if we ſhould allow 
notwithſtanding that this Diſcipline in a 


great Meaſure was eſtabliſhed, as ſoon as 
Diſcipline could be well ſettled, by reaſon 


of the many Perſecutions with which the 


Church was at that Time infeſted, till ic 


muſt be obſerved in regard to this poſi- 
tive Duty, whether it be not more pious 
as well as more *© reaſonable, - to believe 


© that our Lord himſelf declared his Mind 


© ſufficiently about this his own Inſtituti- 


«DA 


Cyprian complains thus: Nondum pœnitentid aid. non- 
dum facid Exomolegefi, Euchariſlia eis datur.— Hortor te 
ut vel committere hujuſmodi * nas, vel d weneranais Altarts 
Sacrificiis abſtineas. Iſodorus ad Zoſy mum. b In Eccleſiæ 


 infaniia, veterum Patrum dicendi & ſeribendi Ratio, plana, 
fimplex, & brevis fuit. Coteler. in Clem. Fpi/2. 
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on to his own immediate Followers, than 
© to imagine he left it to be declared for 
_ © him, by Men who. ſhould live one hun- 
© dred or five hundred Years after the In- 
© ſtiturion of this Dutt 

The Truth is, a probe Difference + 
I be made between the Reaſonings of the 
ancient Fathers, and their Teſtimony; 
in the former we have full Liberty upon 
a candid and impartial Examination, to 
follow their Concluſions, or to reject 
© them, as we find them well, or: ill ground- 
ed. But in the latter, fince we look on 
them, as Men of Probity, and ſuch as 


nf 


* 


= 
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would not willingly deceive us, we cah- 


© not deny them our Aſſent, when they re- 
late Things done in their own Times, 
© or in the Times of thoſe with whom 
they converſed *” How the Matter of 
Fact at preſent between us is a poſitive In- 
ſtitution of our great Lord and Maſter, 
to this they likewiſe. bear their Teſtimo- 
ny, and as to the Concluſions thoſe holy 


Perſons make from it, we have undoubt- 


edly a Right to examine into, and _ 
tially to judge of. 

Nothing that is here ſaid , can be 
thought by any Means to reflect upon 
thoſe venerable Writers; the World is ex- 
ceedingly indebted to them, both for their 


great Learning and exemplary Piety. But 
only 


2 Dr, Potter on Church Government. 
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only we may take. Notice, that they are 
not of ſufficient. Authority as always to 
command our Aſſent, ſince the Fathers them- 
ſelves, as Men, are ſubject to Error, and 


muſt regulate their Opinions, as well as 
We ours, to the Rule of the Holy Scrip- 


tures. 
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There have been e who under | 
Colour of Reſpect to this Rite, have a 


| moſt ſcrupulous Care of not eating and 
drinking, before they receive this Bread 
and Wine. It is ſtrange to think how 
this Notion could be advanced, it being 
by the Apoſtles themſelves call'd the 


Lord's Supper, and in their Days cele- 
brated at, or after the Time of Supper, 
but by others of later Ages, it has been 
ſuperſtitiouſly recommended to be ac- 
companied with Faſting; and this in ſo 
particular a Manner, as to lead weak ho- 


neſt Minds, to think it a Sort of Profa- 


nation, to follow the Practice even of 
the Apoſtles and very firſt Examples. 
This is a miſtaken and imaginary Re- 
ſpect paid to this Rite, though often 
I doubt not fincerely and piouſly in- 
tended. 
The real Reſpect i is in our Obedience 
to our Lord's Command, (which does 
not ſcrupulouſly fix the Time of Day, fo 
as to make it Part of the Duty) to par- 
take of it, at any Time, which Cuſtom 
3 | | has 


E 

© has fixed, with the moſt ſerious Remem- 
* brance of him 

The Errors that have been menos 
have been the Errors chiefly of well- 
meaning People, in Regard to this Rite. 
I omit an Account of the many Superſti- 
tions of the Church of Rome upon this 
Affair, who have made this Inſtitution ſo 
unlike itſelf, that it is become, as it is 
uſed by them, little elſe but Idolatry and 
Abomination. 


When Chriſt appointed this Inſtitution, 


he left it to us plain, as well as pure, an 


Ordinance conſiſting of outward Elements 
and Actions. But Men who muſt needs 
be wiſe above what is written, imagined 
it would become much better, by giving 
it a different Dreſs. In this Manner they 
thought they could not heap too many Or- 
naments upon it, till at laſt they quite 
pas the natural Feature and Beauty of 
it. 


This bath been the Way and Folly .of 


Mankind in a Ages, to defeat the great 
*End and Deſign of Religion, and to 
* thruſt it by, by ſubſtituring ſomething 
elſe, in the Place of it, which they hope 


Lin, 


© may ſerve the Turn as well, and which 


© hath the Appearance of as much Devo- 


tion and Reſpect, and perhaps of more 


© Coſt and Pains, than that which God 
G © requires 
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5 requires of them. Men have ever been 
3 thus to impoſe upon themſelves, and 
o pleaſe themſelves with a Conceit of 
tl God, full. as well or better, by 
* ſome other Way than that which he 
© hath pitched upon, and appointed for 
© them, not conſidering that God is a 


great King, and will be obſerved and o- 


beyed by his Creatures, in his own Way; 
and that Obedience to what he commands 
is better, and more acceptable to him, 
than any other Sacrifice, that we can of- 
© fer, which he hath not required at our 
C Homes, that he is infinitely wife and 
good, and therefore the Laws and Rules 
* which he hath given us to live by, are 
more likely and certain Means of our 
* Happineſs, than any Inventions and De- 
© vices of our own: Thus, 1 ſay, it hath 
been in all Ages. 
Theſe Errors, however contemptible j in 
the Opinion of ſome, are ſuch as ought 
to be removed from the Simplicity of this 
holy Ordinance, and the Author of the 
Treatiſe, which is the Foundation of the 
preſent Controverſy, informs us, that this 
Was his Aim in compoſing it. I eſteem'd 
* myſelf, ſays he, obliged to have a very 
« peculiar Regard to the Wants of ſome 
© of the beſt, and moſt fincere Chriſtians, 


© whom I found often in Danger of great 
« Errors 


4 Tilhiſon, Fol. Vol. II. Serm. 1 54- 
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Errors, or great Superſtition; and too 


commonly diſturbed and perplexed by 


© ſuch Fears and Terrors, as indeed made 


* their Defire of being truly religious, the 
* Burden and Miſery, inſtead of the De- 
light of their Lives. 
* As therefore for the Sake of one Sort 
* of Chriſtians I never ceaſed to inculcate 
the Neceſſity of univerſal Obedience 
* to the Will of God, that there might 
© be no Hope left them of Acceptance 
without this; ſo for the Defence and 
Support of others, in their ſincere En- 
© deavours to pleaſe God, againſt all thoſe 
© uneaſy Impreſſions of Superſtition, which 
* they had a Right to be freed from, I 
* made it my Care to ſtate and explain 
the Commands peculiar to Chriſtianity, 
from the firſt Declarations of Chriſt 
© himſelf and his Apoſtles, in ſuch a Man- 
*ner, as that they might appear, to ho- 
« neft Minds, to have as little Tendency to 
create Diſtreſs and Uneaſineſs, as they 
were deſigned in their firſt Simplicity to 
© have. Amongſt theſe I found, that in 
no one Inſtance of Chriſtian Duty, there 
was more Need of Aſſiſtance, than in 
this of their Attendance upon the Lord's 
Supper, which had been render'd very 
* unealy to them, by the Notions they 


* 


* 


* 


q had, by ſome Means or other, em 
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© braced about it. But inſtead of having 
this good Effect, it meets, among ſome 
' Perſons, with a very different Reception. 
Thus, in a late Pamphlet, Receiving 
* the Sacrament is no more than drinking 
a Health to any abſent Friend, you 


* have a Mind to remember. Any 
Preparation or Self- examination, any far- 
* ther than aſking yourſelf, whether or 
© no, you do really think of that Perſon, 
to whole Memory you are drinking, 
and are willing to be of the Club, as it 
were. I ſay, any other Fuſs, or Cere- 
© mony about it, is mere Prieſtcraft, pre- 
* ſumptuous human Ordinance, and down- 
* righr Popery“.“ | 

Again, © When the Ten, and com- 
mon ignorant People about Town, who 
have all along been made to believe, that 
* the Sacrament 1s ſuch a terrible Thing, 
that none but ſtrictly religious and pre- 
pared Perſons may approach it with 
Safety, {hail once be let into the Secret, 
* that there is nothing at all in it, and 
that they may drink Sacrament Wine 
© at any Time, as ſafely, and with little 
more Conſideration, than they drink 
Wine at a Tavern, they will fave their 
Pockets one Morning in Seven, you may 
depend upon it; and inſtead of going to 


Places where chey muſt pay for every 
* Thing 
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© Thing they call for, we ſhall ſee them 


La 


flock like Shoals to Church, and take 
their Morning Draught gratis. 

The Papiſts, you know, and other ſu- 
perſtitious People, pretend to ſay, that 
when we drink the Wine, by ſome mi- 
raculous Power or other, we drink Blood; 
now if the Book had but told us, chat 
it would be much more proper to make 
uſe of white Wine, than red Wine, as 
has been the Faſhion all along, it would 


have taken away all ſuch ſcandalous Pre- 


tences, and made more People till wil- 
ling to partake of the Sacrament ; be- 
cauſe moſt People take white Wine beſt 
in a Morning. And ] can't fee, why the 


Author might not have made this one polite 


Alteration more, as well as the others; 
becauſe no Papiſt upon Earth, can pre- 
tend to ſay, that the Scriptures mention 


one Syllable of red Wine. And ſince 


there is no poſitive Command, for one 


Sort of Wine, more than another, I 
think the Generality of Palates ought to 
be confider'd in the Matter; or ar leaſt, 
that the Miniſter ſhould provide both 
White and Red, that Folks might take 
their Choice ©. - 

Whether this is to be called Wit, or 


whatever other Name the Author rhinks 
it ſhould be diſtinguiſhed by, is beſt known 


+ tO 
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to himſelf, but if ſuch Language does not 
appear monſtrous, if the venting ſuch 
horrid Impieties does not make the Ears 
of all good Chriſtians to tingle, I am at 
a Loſs to underſtand what will. 

What Sort of Perſons they are who find 
their Account in ſuch ſhocking Reflecti- 
ons, and rejoice the moſt to ſee hem pub- 
liſhed, is very manifeſt to all unprejudiced 
People. 

The Author of the Remarks having 
conſidered the main Subject of the Book, 
at length lays before us, the Reaſons 
which induce him to think, that its Au- 
thor has given up ſeveral of the principal 
Articles of our Religion. © I don't fay, 
vou have fully open'd your Mind, but if 
* I underftand aright, you infinuate the 
F following Opinions“. 

This then not being an actual Charge, 
but only a bare Inſinuation, it could not be 
taken amiſs, if there was no Reply made to 
it at all, but 1 ſuppoſe, if it was entirely 
paſs'd over in Silence, the ſame charitable 
Conſtruction, which at preſent had made 
it only a mere Suſpicion, would a 
heighten it to ſomething more. 

The Opinions ſaid to be inſinuated, are, 
That the Corruption of our Nature, by 
AHduam's Fall, if any, is not ſuch, as to 


make it needfol, that we obtain the re- 
generating, 


a Remarks, p. 34. 
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generating, ſanctifying Influences of the 
Holy Ghoſt, before we are enabled to 
8 diſcharge any Duty acceptably to God; 
* that it is not neceſſary that Infants ſhould 
be baptized, and that there was no 
* Atonement, or Satisfaction for Sin made 
by the Death of Chriſt. | 
* As in the Forms of Prayer you have 
_ © compoſed, you never mention the origi- 
nal Taint or natural Biaſs to Evil, and 
conſequently, never petition for the di- 
vine Spirit againſt it, ſo you never in 
your Works, as I remember, ſpeak of 
the Holy Ghoſt, as our Sanctifer, or 
© aſcribe our good Deeds to his Influ- 
fr, - 
Have all Perſons, hin have treated of 
the Nature of the Sacrament, took Occa- 
ſion to enlarge upon original Sin? And are 
thoſe who have omitted it, to be cenſur'd 
as giving up an Article of our Religion? 
If this be the Caſe, I am afraid it will 
fare hard with ſome of our beſt Writers 
upon this Subject. A Perſon profeſſedly 
writing on the Nature and End of the 
Sacrament, is ſurely under no greater Ob- 
ligation to diſcourſe of original Sin, than 
ſeveral other Points, which as properly 
belong to that Subject. 

Original Sin hath been the Subject of 


much Diſpute, even amongſt Perſons of 
N noted 
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noted Learning and Sanctity, who have 
widely differed in their Sentiments a- 
bout, 1 

Which Opinion at laſt prevailed, is very 
well known, but even thoſe of the op- 
poſite Way of Thinking, were treated in 
a very tender Manner. If this then was 
the Caſe, when original Sin was the main 
Subject, is the Omiſſion of it here, which 


is purely incidental, to be deem'd ſo very 
extraordinary? Is it to be eſteem'd ſo great 


a Crime, as the Giving up one of the Ar- 


ticles of our Religion ? Unhappy indeed 


for our holy Religion, if its Articles "= 
to be ſurrendered upon ſuch flender Terms ! 
The Benefits received from all ſuch 
© Performances, by reaſonable Creatures, 
© cannot poſlibly be received but in a rea- 
© ſonable Way. Theſe Duties how well 
© ſoever performed, cannot be ſuppoſed to 
operate as Charms; nor to influence us, 
© as if we were only Clock-work or Ma- 
* chines, to be acted upon by rhe Force 
of a ſuperior Being“. 5 
It is very poſſible many may a ein 
wrong and unbecoming Notions of the 
Manner, in which the Holy Spirit ope- 
© rates on the human Soul, but is this a 
juſtifiable Reaſon, why you ſhould to 
ſparingly mention his Operations *? 


Q 


A 


a Nature and End of the Sacrament, p. 154. b Ne- 
mais, p. 35 3 
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1 think it more than potlible,, that the 

Author had ſuch Perſons in his View, 

who entertain'd ſuch unbecoming Notions 
of the Holy Spirit. 

As his Aim was to guard Mankind a- 
gainſt ſeveral Superſtitions, and miſtaken 
Notions, it is probable that this might be 
one amongſt the reſt. It is yet more likely, 
when in the Prayers, the Author of the 
Remarks points out to us three ſeveral Pe- 
titions, which make mention of the Spirit 
of God, beſides ſome others, (if theſe were 
not ſufficient for the Purpoſe) which in 
Return for this Favour might be pointed 
out to him. 

Guide and govern me, by thy Holy 
Spirit, in my ſincere Endeavours, to at- 
© rain, everlaſting Life . 

Guide me by the Diſpoſitions of thy 
Providence and good Spirit, to the per- 
fect Knowledge, and Performance of thy 
© holy Will here, and to the Enjoyment 
of that eternal and unalterable Happi- 
* neſs hereafter, which thou haſt reſerved 
* for thy fairhful Servants, and promiſed 
© by thy well beloved Son Jeſus Chrift. 
In his Name and as his Diſciple, I truſt 
for Acceptance of myſelf, and all my ſin- 

cere though imperfect Services, and in 

his Words, I continue to entreat thy 
H © Mercy 


F. 27 
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Mercy towards myſelf, and all whom 1 
am obliged to pray for. 
Many have been our Offences, in 
Thought, Word, and Deed, againſt thy 
Divine Majeſty, and many are ſtill our 
Imperfections. But, O merciful Father, 
we beſeech thee in the Name of thy 
Son Jeſus Chrift, to pardon us now re- 
turning to thee, with the full Purpofe 
of regarding more ſtrictly, the Obliga- 
tions of Gratitude and Obedience we are 
under, and of living for the Time to 
come, more like thy Servants and like 
Chriſtians. And now, O Lord, confeſſing 
and renouncing all our Sins, and hoping 
for the Pardon of all that 1s paſt, through 
thy Son Jeſus Chriſt, as far only as we 
ſincerely endeavour to reform and amend 
whatſoever we know to be amiſs in our 
ſelves; we beſeech thee, ſo to concur 
with us, by thy- merciful Providence and 
good Spirit, that in the future Conduct 
of our Lives, we may better anſwer the 
Ends of our moſt Holy Religion, and a- 
dorn the Goſpel, which we profeſs to 
A 
Is there any Thing here, which has the 
leaſt Tendency, toward diſowning the re- 
generating and ſanctifying Influences of the 
Bleſſed Spirit? Is there any Thing here 


derogating from che Merits and Interceſ- 
ſion 


* 


j ⁵ ⁵ ⁵ ⁵ ⁵²²⁰( T ĩ Be. a i. or Ca 
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P. 248. 


e 
ſion of our Bleſſed Lord? Strange! that 
he ſhould be charged in ſo ſevere a Man- 


ner; the directly contrary whereof, any 
one that runs may read and underſtand. 


It is ſo manifeſt, that the Influence of 
God's Holy Spirit is not diſowned in theſe 
Prayers, that the Author, not only in ex- 


preſs Terms acknowledges, but likewiſe 
humbly and earneſtly begs for it. | 

The Queſtion is aſked, © Where have 
© you once mentioned, the Merits, Media- 
© tion, or Interceſſion of Chriſt, or aſked 
any one Thing, for his Sake? 

I beg to know the Meaning of theſe 
and the like Expreſſions, where the Au- 
thor addrefſes himſelf to the Throne of 
Grace, in behalf of himſelf and others, v2, 
©Q mated Father, we beſeech thee in 
the Name of thy Son Jeſus Chriſt, to 

© pardon us now returning unto thee. 

And now, O Lord, confeſſing and re- 
* nouncing all our Sins, and hoping for 
the Pardon of all that is paſt, through 
© thy Son Feſus Chriſt, as far only as we 
© ſincerely endeavour to reform, and a- 
mend whatſoeyer we know to be amiſs 
© in our ſelves. 

In his Name and as his Diſciple, I 
* truſt for Acceptance of myſelf and all my 

* ſingere, though imperfect Services, and in 
* his Words I continue to entreat thy 


H2. Mercy 


[ #2] 


c Mercy towards myſelf, and all whom 1 
am obliged to pray for“ 
Is there nothing in all this, of the Me- 


rits, Mediation, or Interceſſion of Chriſt? 


Is there nothing of this Kind to be under- 
ſtood, unleſs thoſe very Expreſſions are 
made uſe of? For a Perſon to beg of God, 
in the Name of his Son Jeſus Chriſt, to 
pardon us returning to him, at the fame 
Time hoping for that Pardon, through his 
Son Jeſus Chriſt, in his Name truſting for 


Acceptance of our ſelves, and in his own 


Words continuing to entreat his Mercy to- 
wards all Mankind, and notwithſtanding 
to mean nothing at all of the Merits, Me- 


diation, or Interceſſion of Chriſt, is ſome- 


what very extraordinary to conceive. 
Perhaps it might have been expected, 

that this Author ſhould have ſo far ex- 

preſs'd himſelf in regard to the Merits of 


his Saviour, as wholly to rely upon that, 


without any Endeavours of his own to 
further his Salvation. This, in the Opini- 
on of ſome, might better have come up 


to the full Meaning of thoſe Words. Ie 


is likely, that begging of God Pardon for 
aur Sins, as far only as we endeavour 
* toreform and amend whatſoever we find 
* amiſs in our ſelves?,”* may be one of thoſe 
qualifying Clauſes, by which all this may 


dwindle Into nothing. 


The 
2 Remarks, P. 39% | 
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4 he moſt ſacred Things are often turn» 
ed into Ridicule, but notwithſtanding the 


Charge upon theſe Prayers of favouring of 


Infidelity, I take the Liberty to affirm, that 
they every where breath forth the true 
Spirit of the chriſtian Religion, with an 
ardent Love towards God, and an exten- 


five good Will towards Mankind. 


Add to theſe Peritions, your own qualify- 
ing Clauſes, and what do they dwindle to? 
Guide and govern me by thy Holy Spi- 
rit, whatever the Nature and Degree of 
chis Benefit be, in the preſent Age of the 
Church, and my Neceflity at this Time. 
Again, concur with us by thy merciful 
Providence, and good Spirit, ſo far as 
the Concurrence of thy good Spirit re- 
lates to us Chriſtians of later Ages. Once 
more, 'The Promiſe of Chriſt being in 
the Midſt of us, as far as it relates to 
Chriſtians of later Ages belongs ro our 
aſſembling in his Name*. 
The Queſtion propoſed here is, Whe- 
* ther any one can judge, that the Spirir 
belongs to Chriſtians of the preſent Age 
* or nor” © 

Why? Where is the Difficulty of form- 
ing this Judgment? I ſuppoſe ths Words 


later Ages, mean the ſame in one Place, 


as in another. Thus, Page 6. The Paſ- 


c ſages in the New Teſtament, i 
© late 


P. 24. 
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late to this Duty, and they alone, are the 
original Accounts of the Nature and End 
of this Inſtitution, and the only authen- 
* tic Declarations, upon which we of later 
Ages can ſafely depend. a 

In this and the other Places already 

mentioned, I cannot think the Words mean 
any Thing more, than Perſons of the pre- 
ſent Age, unleſs we ſuppoſe the Author to 
be talking to Perſons who lived two or 
three hundred Years ſince. 
But if this be agreed on, then the Queſ- 
tion comes, Whether the Spirit belongs to 
Chriſtians of the preſent Age or not? This 
likewiſe the Author plainly acknowledges, 
only adding whatever the Nature and De- 
gree of this Benefit be, in the preſent Age 
of the Church, and his Neceſſity at this 
Time. It is very certain that many Per- 
ſans have fancied to themſelves very 
ſtrange Notions of the Operations of the 
Bleſſed Spirit; in Oppoſition to, and againſt, 
ſuch Extaſies and Enthuſiaſms, I am in- 
duced to think that the Author's Intention 
was to guard us. 

Whatever Degree chis Benefit may be 
of in the preſent Age, and however God 
is pleaſed to beſtow it upon us, in various 
Ways, according to our different Neceſſi- 
ties, I apprehend theſe and the like Ex- 
preſſions, ta be in a great meaſure equi- 
valent, to what we daily make uſe of in 
5 | our 


ODE. 
our Liturgy, fulfilling the Deſires and 
© Petitions of his Servants, as he ſees moſt 


© expedient for them. 
We find theſe their Petitions only, 


© which make any Mention of the Spiric 


© of God, viz. the Petitions above-men- 
* tioned, Again, This, I think, is all the 
Mention you make of the Holy Spirit of 
© God, in the five Forms of Prayer you 


© have compoſed, excepting . that in the 


long Form of thirty Pages, you bleſs God, 
for the Evidence Chriſt gave of his Miſ- 
« fion, by his pouring down from Heaven, 

the wonderful Gifts of the Holy Spirit*” 
This Author has not indeed preſcribed 
the exact Number of Times that the Holy 


Spirit ſhould be made Mention of, bur it 


is very unlikely, if the Author of thar 
Treatiſe had had any undue Thoughts of 
the Holy Ghoſt, that he would have men- 


tion'd it ſo often as he has done. And if 


there had been Mention made of the Bleſ- 
{ed Spirit ever fo often, the ſame Candour 
might have ſaid that it was done afe#edly, 
that there was at the Bottom ſome latent 
Meaning, and that the Poiſon might be 
conveyed with the greater Eaſe. 

What further confirms me, that I 335 


* given a juſt Repreſentation of your Sen- 


* timents concerning the Influence of God's 
Spirit, is a Paſſage in p. 116, viz, They 
© wa 


2 Remus As, p. 377 and P. 39. 
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who embrace an obſcure Notion, of re⸗ 
ceiving any other Sort of cleanſing, or 
waſhing from this holy Rite, ſeem to 
me to delude themſelves, 1. e. any other 
Sort than what you have in the fore- 
going Words mentioned. But you have 
not in them mentioned the ſanctifying 
Grace of the Holy Spirit. This there- 
fore was intended to be excluded by 
. 
n the Charge had boca ſappor- 
ted only by Innuendoes and by Way of 


Inſinuation, but now the Caſe becomes 


much clearer to him, and he finds there 


was DOW a real Intention to exclude the 


Holy Spirit. 
The other Writer of the Pamphlet 


© lately mentioned grants that what he 
* ſays is no ſtrict Proof, nor will any 


Aſſertion of this Kind admit of one: 
© The Secrets of Men' Hearts being known 


© to God alone b. 
The Remarker was not content to pro- 


ceed according to the Nature of the Evi- 


dence, but immediately paſſes Sentence in 


a very poſitive Manner, diving into the 
Secrets of the Heart of Man, which are 


known only to God and himſelf. 


But let us look upon the Page that is 
referr'd to, and that will give us a much 
better Inſight into the Affair. | 


Our 


* Remarks, p. 440. Vincheſter Converts, p. 28. 
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uy Got Bodies are made clean by Chriſt's 
Body. and our Souls waſh'd drogen his 
moſt precious Blood, by our being in- 
fluenced by his Doctrine, ſeal'd with his 
Death to obey all God's Laws, and our 
; Eating and 1 in Remembrance of 


his Body and Blood tend to procure us 
this Cleanneſs, and Waſhing (7. e. all that 
© 1s meant by theſe figurative of Re 
by being done in Remembrance of tha 
© Maſter, whoſe Religion was defigned, in 
© the whole Tenour, of it, to engage us 70 
* cleanſe our ' ſelves from all Filtbineſs of the 
Fleſh and Spirit, by Perfect ing Holineſs in 
the Fear of 604% 2 Cor. vii. 1. This 
Rite duly performed, is the Profeſſion 
of our Relation to Chriſt, and Obliga- 
tion to obey all his Laws, and is one 
Mean of leading us to that univerſal 
Obedience. Then it is added, they 
who embrace an obſcure Notion of re- 
ceiving any other Sort, of cleanſing and 
waſhing, from this holy Rite, ſeem to 
me to delude themſelves, and to expect 
from it, what our bleſſed Saviour never 
© annexed to it:. 2 

Even the Suſpicions that had been ſug- 
geſted by the Writer of the Remarks,. were 
built upon little elſe but Prejudice and Pre- 
poſſeſſion, but to go from Suſpicions to 
the Charge of E real Intention, is what 
I | ought 


2 Nature and End of the Sacrament, p. 116. 
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ought to he maintained by the ſtrongeſt 


Proof. Se. far from this Proof, that .the 
Words can. ſcarcely. allude to any other 
Meaning, than thoſe ſtrange Imprefli ions, 


and extraordinary Privileges, which miſ- 
taken Perſons have ſuppoſed to belong to 


the Partaking of this holy Ordinance. 

Surely it would have been a greater 
Deſpite to this bleſſed Spirit, to have inſiſted 
on ſuch Impreſſions and ſuch Privileges, 


.} an Excluſion. of that univerſal Obedience, 


which is ſo conſtantly inculcated through- 
out this whole Treatiſe: Even ſuch Obe- 
dience, which cannot be performed with- 
out the Aſſiſtance of the bleſſed Spirit, 
and whoſe. gracious Concurrence, the Au- 
thor does not forget to pray for in his 
Petitions to Almighty God. 
When we come to the Holy Sacrament, 
we uſe it as one of the moſt ſolemn Means 
of our Religion, but it can be of no Ser- 
vice to us any further, than as it promotes 


the End deſigned by it; and the more we 


conſider the bleſſed End for which it is in- 
tended, it will very much contribute to 
our right underſtanding, the great Uſeful- 
neſs and Subſerviency of the Means tend- 
ing thereunto. 

K Now in our Clos Office, the 
< Miniſter who officiates, when he comes 
© to this Part of the Service in which 


© you are to receive the Bread and Wine, 
1 « firſt 


1.38.1 


© firſt offers up a Prayer, that the Body 
« of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, which was 
given for you, may preſerve your Body 
and Soul unto eveflaſting Life: That is, 


A 


© that the real Body of Chriſt long ago 


A 


« eretnal Happineſs, may effectually anſwer 
© that good Purpoſe, and move and influ- 
* ence you ſo in the virtuous Conduct of 


© your whole, Lives in this World, agree- 


' ably to what he indiſpenſably requires, 
© that you may obtain his Promiſe of 


© everlaſting Life in the World to come. 


Thus again, the Communicant is taught 
to ſpeak in cheſe Words, I eat this Bread, 
for that Purpoſe only for which it is de- 
ſigned; in a religious Remembrance of 
Chriſt's Body broken, and of that Death 
of his, which by this Action Chriſtians 
are required to ſhew forth till his Com- 
ing again. And at the Taking the Cup, 
I drink this Wine in a ſerious and 
thankful Remembrance of Chriſt's Blood, 
which was ſhed for me, and for many, 
for the Remiſſion of Sins: That Blood 
which he freely ſhed, as a Seal to the 
New Coventing® in which he promiſes in 
the Name of God, Forgiveneſs and Fa- 


12 Ewan 


Mature and End of the Sacrament, p. 119. 


offer d upon the Croſs; or that the Suf- 
ferings of Chriſt, undertaken, ſubmitted 
* to, and deſigned, for the promoting your 
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* vour, upon our actual Amendment, and 


© fincere Obedience to his Laws. 
HFlaving thus Fend n of the Lord's 


c Sup er, with a ſerious Remembrance of 
: Chriſt's Death, and as his Diſciple, you 
© have partaken of the Lord's Supper a- 
© grecably to the Deſign of the Inſtitu- 
* tion. 
io © ſay not this, either to ſhorten, or to 
© ſlacken in the leaſt Degree, that rational 
© and chriſtian Devotion, which you may 
* think more beneficial to you ar this 
Time, than any other. Bur I think it 
my Duty to guard againſt any ſuch No- 
« tions, as muſt fill your own Minds, with 
* unneceſſary Horrour e. 

This is what the Author, as far as 1 
can conceive, bas aimed at, throughout 
this whole Book, whatever other Views 
he may be accuſed of, viz. * That God 
might not be repreſented to us, as re— 

* quiring an Act of Religion, which we 

either cannot perform at all, or not 
* without ſuch Difficulties, as leaves us no 
Aſſurance of its being acceptable to him, 
* and conſequently, muſt overturn the 

good End propoſed by Chriſt in the In- 
* ſtitution itſelfb. 

And it is for this chat he is to be load. 

ed with all the Reproaches that Malic 


can invent. 


Fage 120. Ibid. 
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He is no Friend to reveal'd Religion 
© becauſe he ex ects no. Fayour as a Dif. 
* ciple of Chriſt, but upon his Conditi- 
* ons, willing every Day more ,and more 
to come up to them, begging of God to 
© affiſt and direct him in all his Endea- 
0 * yours, by all ſuch Methods, as are pro- 
r to move and afliſt his free and rea- 
enable Creatures. 
He denies the Influences of the bleſſed 
Spirit, becauſe he offers up his Petitions 
to God, that he may be guided and go- 


© verned by it, in his ſincere Endeavours to 


© attain everlaſting Life.” 
He is a Socinian, © becauſe he does not 
© addreſs his Petitions to Chriſt, tho' he 


3 begs of God, in the Name of his Son 


Ph eſus Chriſt, to pardon us, returning to 


im, at the ſame Time hoping for the 


Pardon of all that is paſt, through 515 
Son Feſus Chri?, in his Name, truſting 


for Acceptance of ourielves*,” And tho 


we are informed, by one who was well 
vers'd in the Writings of the primitive 
Fathers, that this was a Rule obſerved by 


them in ſuch like Caſes, viz. that when 


any one of the Perſons in the bleſſed Tri- 
nity was called upon in any Work, the 
whole three Perſons were ha arts to be 


_ underſtood b. 


He 


\ Wincbefter Converts, p. 30. v» Retinenda 2 illa Or- 
thodoxorum Patrum Obſervatio & Regula de Trinitate Deo ex 
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He defies e s Sin, esl he a 
of God finally to pardon all his paſt Sins, 
including original Sin, as well as any o- 
ther, according to the natural Meaning of 
the Words; further entreating God, the 
Pardon of wharſoever he has ſeen amiſs 
in him, from the Beginning of his rati- 
onal Life, unto this Day; not by this ex- 
cluding original Sin, but only in a parti- 
cular Manner, begging Pardon for thoſe 


Sins, which have this Ageravation attend- 


ing them, the being committed againſt 
the Light and Dictates of Reaſon. ate 
LY debdſes the Ordinance of his Redeem- 

a becauſe he ventures to' affirm, that 

0 455 receive Bread and Wine, as outward 
© and viſible Signs, or Memorials of thofe 
© inward and ſpiritual Mercies, which are 
given us upon the Terms of his Re- 


<ligion; and * theſe Signs ordained, ro 


this Purpoſe of Remembrance by Chriſt 
* himſelf, and upon this Account to be 


"1 confider 9, as Means, f among others, 


15 tending | 


3:1} 


fatris ſcripturis evidenter deſumpta, quam Holter FS Au- 


gaſtinus hiſce verbis. Quando unus trium in aliquo opere nomi- 


ratur, univerſa operari j Trinitas imelligitur. Paulus ditens, 2 


Tim. iv. 1. Tefificor ego coram Deo & Feſu Chriſto, noverat 
guod non ſeparetur ſpiritns a filis, ſed in Chriſto erat ſpiritus, 
guerradmodum filius in patre. De fingulis dicitur, quod m 
rium eft, propter inſeperabilem operationem unius ejuſdumque 
fefantie, Forbeſius Inſtr, Hitt. Theolog. 
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* tending . that pt Behaviour, : 


* which will. Af: lad entitle us to the Poſ- 
« fefſion. off, thoſe Mercies, and. alſo as 
* Pledges to aſſure. us, that Fr 5 A 

© thoſe outward Means' were ordained 

the. Remem rance of theſe. Benet ts _ 
© miſed to us; ſo, certainly God will be 
ready to beſtow upon us hereafter, all 
the Benefits thus promiſed, upon the 
© Perſeverance in the Practice of every 
© Inſtance of Virtue, and Holineſs re- 

quired a. 


If too great Prepoſleſſion "will not ſuf- 


fer us to receive, with Candour, what 
comes from this Author, I hope I may 
conclude with the Words of another very 
learned Divine, much to the ſame Pur- 


poſe, of one who has wrote in as pious 


and rational a Manner, as any one in theſe 
later Ages of the M. orld. 
All char I ſhall fay of them ar preſent, 
_ Thoſe inſtrumental Duties, which 
© ans neceſſary to our obtaining of Hea- 
ven, is, that they are ſuch. as are no far- 
© ther good, and uſeful, than as they are 
* Means of heavenly Virtue, and do tend 
* rowards the acquiring, improving, and 
* perfecting it. And if we do not uſe 
© the Religion of the Means to this Pur- 
© poſe, it is altogether uſeleſs and inſigni- 
* ficant. For the Purpoſe of all religi- 
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